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is to get Grant to modify his order. We shall stay and adjust things as thoroughly as possible. Farrington says Train was intoxicated again last night. A good man to entrust with business! Farrington also says that Webster is ordered to give up his house. He has had a good deal of business in his profession, and would like to remain. Sue and the children will return, it is likely. Train said that Lane stood on the river bank and exchanged goods for cotton, etc. I think now they wish to clear every friend of the former Commander out of the Department, or rather out of Norfolk. Train said you would be taken if found. I do not know how much credit to attach to what he says, he is in such a state most of the time. Train said the report was here. We have inquired, but do not find it. Shall try again. If not to be had, shall find out by Train when he is sober what there is in it. Mr. Butler does not feel troubled that I can see, nor do I believe there is much cause.
From General Butler
WASHINGTON, D. C., April 2nd, 1866
Brig. Gen'l. GORDON, Commanding District of Eastern Virginia
DEAJR Sra: I beg leave to call your attention to an article of the most scurrilous falsity in the Old Dominion newspaper of April 1st. As you have by an order interfered with the publication of a newspaper in your District, I assume that you consider yourself bound so to do whenever a paper becomes scurrilous and libellous. There are no Courts in Virginia to which I can apply for legal redress, and am therefore without remedy save through the sense of propriety and justice of the Military Commander. I desire, therefore, to present these questions to your sense of propriety as a soldier and gentleman in command.
Whether in a military district subject to martial law, in a captured city under your command, libellous articles should be permitted to be published against any officer in the service of the United States, and a fortiori against one who is a superior in rank?
Do not such publications tend to bring your profession or the service whose uniform you wear into contempt, ridicule and disgrace?
The articles of war prevent one officer from criticizing another in such publications. If an officer suffers such criticisms to be published in a paper under his control, publishing